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been State matters has dangerous implica-
tions both for the fair administration of justice 
and for the principle that States are something 
more than mere administrative districts of a 
nation governed mainly from Washington. 

H.R. 3132 not only creates new Federal 
programs and crimes, it instructs the States to 
change their laws to conform with Federal dic-
tates. This violates the Constitution, and can 
weaken law enforcement. For example, one of 
the provisions of the new law requires States 
include those convicted of misdemeanors in 
their sex offender registries. By definition, mis-
demeanors are nonserious crimes, yet under 
this legislation State officials must waste valu-
able resources tracking non-serious sex of-
fenders—resources that should be going to 
tracking those who are more likely to rep-
resent a real threat to children. 

Thus, once again we see how increasing 
the role of the Federal Government in fighting 
these crimes—even when it is well intended— 
only hamstrings local and State law enforce-
ment officers and courts and prevents them 
from effectively dealing with such criminals as 
the locals would have them dealt with—harsh-
ly and finally. 

Mr. Chairman, Congress could both honor 
the Constitution and help States and local 
governments protect children by using our 
power to limit Federal jurisdiction to stop Fed-
eral judges from preventing States and local 
governments from keeping these criminals off 
the streets. My colleagues should remember 
that it was a Federal judge in a Federal court 
who ruled that the death penalty is inappro-
priate for sex offenders. Instead of endorsing 
a bill to let people know when a convicted 
child molester or rapist is in their neighbor-
hood after being released, perhaps we should 
respect the authority of State courts and legis-
lators to give child molesters and rapists the 
life or even death sentences, depending on 
the will of the people of those States. 

Just as the Founders never intended the 
Congress to create a national police force, 
they never intended the Federal courts to dic-
tate criminal procedures to the States. The 
Founding Fathers knew quite well that it would 
be impossible for a central government to suc-
cessfully manage crime prevention programs 
for as large and diverse a country as America. 
That is one reason why they reserved to the 
States the exclusive authority and jurisdiction 
to deal with crime. Our children would likely be 
safe today if the police powers and budgets 
were under the direct and total control of the 
States as called for in the Constitution. 

Finally Mr. Chairman, this legislation poses 
a threat to constitutional liberty by taking an-
other step toward creating even more Federal 
‘‘hate crimes’’ laws. So called ‘‘hate crimes’’ 
add an extra level of punishment for the 
thoughts motivating a crime—as if murder or 
robbery motivated by ‘‘hate’’ is somehow more 
offensive than murder or robbery motivated by 
greed or jealously. Laws criminalizing thought, 
instead of simply criminalizing acts of aggres-
sion against persons and property, have no 
place in a free society. 

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, since H.R. 
3132 further burdens State and local law en-
forcement with unconstitutional Federal man-
dates that may make it tougher to monitor true 
threats to children, I encourage my colleagues 
to reject this bill. Instead, I hope my col-
leagues will work to end Federal interference 
in State laws that prevent States from effec-

tively protecting children from sexual preda-
tors. 
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, today, I am happy to congratulate Jenni 
and Paul Callahan, natives of Greenville, 
South Carolina, on the birth of their beautiful 
baby girl. Charlotte Riley Callahan was born in 
Alexandria, Virginia, on September 15, 2005 
at 8:36 a.m., weighing 7 pounds, 14 ounces 
and measuring 21.5 inches long. She has 
been born into a loving home, where she will 
be raised by parents who are devoted to her 
well-being and bright future. 

Her father Paul serves as a Legislative Cor-
respondent in my office and is a tremendous 
asset to the Second District of South Carolina. 
His strong work ethic, attention to detail, and 
pleasant personality make him a treasured 
member of my staff. Today, I am pleased to 
congratulate the Callahan family on Charlotte’s 
birth. 
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Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, nearly 50 
years ago on December 1, 1955, history was 
altered considerably by the refusal of a Black 
woman to give up her seat to a White man on 
a public bus. This woman was Rosa Parks, a 
seamstress and the secretary of the NAACP 
from Montgomery, AL. 

Mr. Speaker, on that day Rosa Parks was 
not only tired from a hard day at work, but 
also of the torment and persecution endured 
by Blacks of her day. Based solely on the 
color of her skin, she had encountered much 
discrimination throughout the years, and fi-
nally, on that day, decided she was fed up. 

We all know the story, but let me remind my 
colleagues. On that Thursday evening in De-
cember, Mrs. Parks decided that she would 
not give up her seat for a White man to sit 
down in the ‘‘Colored’’ section, and was con-
sequently arrested for violating segregation 
laws. 

Ms. Parks’ arrest marked the point of con-
ception of the civil rights movement. What fol-
lowed can be described as no less than mon-
umental. The Black community of Mont-
gomery, AL, decided to boycott the bus sys-
tem—that by the way, relied heavily on their 
75 percent ridership for revenue. Montgom-
ery’s Black community, led by a young Martin 
Luther King, Jr. who endorsed nonviolence as 
a means to achieve equality, chose to walk, 
carpool, or ride bicycles instead of riding the 
bus. 

Despite huge revenue losses, the Mont-
gomery bus system refused to alter its seg-
regation policies. 

Despite endless provocation from Whites, 
who often resorted to acts of violence and har-
assment, the Black community continued its 
boycott for over a year. 

Finally, approximately a year after Rosa 
Parks refused to give up her seat on the bus, 
on November 13, 1956, the Supreme Court 
declared Montgomery’s bus segregation ordi-
nance unconstitutional. Shortly thereafter, the 
Federal Interstate Commerce Commission 
banned segregation on all interstate trains and 
buses. 

Although there were many other subsequent 
laws and decrees that helped to desegregate 
America, Rosa Parks’ courage was the incip-
ient act that sparked the stand for equality 
across the Nation—culminating in the civil 
rights movement. 

It is for these reasons that I strongly support 
this resolution honoring Mrs. Parks’ bravery. I 
thank my good friend, Representative JOHN 
CONYERS, for spearheading this noble effort 
and I urge my colleagues to support its pas-
sage. 
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Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor Samuel L. Jackson, a man who through 
hard work and dedication has become one of 
the most successful and well-respected attor-
neys in the state of California. As his friends, 
family and colleagues gather to pay tribute to 
Mr. Jackson’s remarkable career and to cele-
brate his retirement, I ask all my colleagues to 
join me in saluting this great American suc-
cess story. 

Sam was born in 1947 in Pensacola, Flor-
ida. At the age of four, Sam’s parents sepa-
rated. Thereafter, Sam’s mother, Annette, 
raised her six children alone while working two 
jobs. Mrs. Jackson taught her children that 
education was the key to success, and Sam 
graduated from high school in segregated 
Pensacola, Florida. However, despite the fact 
that Sam was on the honor roll for nearly all 
of his childhood, he was unable to attend col-
lege immediately due to the lack of scholar-
ship money available to graduates of all-black 
high schools. 

To earn money for college, Sam joined the 
United States Air Force, where he served hon-
orably from 1966 until 1970. Sam’s military ca-
reer included stateside service at Mather Air 
Force Base in Sacramento and Travis Air 
Force Base in Fairfield, as well as thirteen 
months in Vietnam. After receiving numerous 
medals, ribbons, and awards, Sam was honor-
ably discharged, and returned home to enroll 
at Sacramento City College. 

While still in the Air Force and stationed at 
Mather, Sam served as best man in a friend’s 
wedding, accompanying the bride’s sister Es-
ther. The next time Sam and Esther walked 
down the aisle together, it was as bride and 
groom. They married in 1970 upon his return 
from Vietnam, and recently celebrated their 
35th anniversary. Sam and Esther have one 
child, Andre Reginald. 
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After earning his Associate of Arts degree 

from Sacramento City College, Sam continued 
his education at California State University, 
Sacramento. He received his Bachelor of Arts 
degree in only three years of college study, 
despite working full time for the United States 
Postal Service throughout his undergraduate 
career. After concluding his undergraduate 
education, he proceeded to law school at 
McGeorge School of Law, where he graduated 
in 1977. 

As a first-year lawyer that same year, Sam 
was hired as a Sacramento Deputy District At-
torney. After two years of working in this ca-
pacity, he decided that civil litigation suited 
him better. Sam obtained a lateral appoint-
ment to the position of Deputy City Attorney in 
1979, and was promoted to the top of the dep-
uty attorney hierarchy in the minimum amount 
of time allotted for such advancements. 

In 1994, after fifteen years of distinguished 
service in the City Attorney’s office, Sam was 
appointed by the Sacramento City Council as 
the 36th City Attorney in Sacramento’s history. 
He has held that post for over 11 years, but 
last year Sam notified the City Council that he 
would be retiring no later than December 30, 
2005. 

Along with his impressive career achieve-
ments, Sam has also made substantial con-
tributions to Sacramento through community 
involvement. The highlight of his community 
service occurred in 1981, when he undertook 
the management of a little league baseball 
team that had never enjoyed a winning sea-
son. As to be expected, Sam led the young-
sters to a dominating 18–4 record by empha-
sizing teamwork and respect for others. 

Mr. Speaker, as Sam’s friends, family, and 
colleagues gather to celebrate his admirable 
career, I am honored to pay tribute to one of 
Sacramento’s most selfless and dedicated citi-
zens. Although his legal career may be over, 
Sam’s involvement in his community is, fortu-
nately for us, far from complete. I ask all of my 
colleagues to join with me in wishing Samuel 
L. Jackson continued success in all his future 
endeavors. 
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Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, It is 
my honor to rise today to call special attention 
to the United States Coast Guard and in par-
ticular the Coast Guard Yard in Baltimore. 

I have always said that I considered the 
U.S. Coast Guard to be America’s secret 
weapon. After their heroic efforts played be-
fore us in the wake of Hurricane Katrina, I be-
lieve the secret is out. For over two hundred 
years, our nation’s Coast Guard has patrolled 
and protected our coast lines, which today to-
tals over 95,000 miles. Fulfilling incredible mis-
sions including maritime security, search and 
rescue, drug interdiction, search and rescue, 
and recreational boater safety, all Americans 
are indebted to our Coasties for their dedica-
tion and service each and every day. 

And for over a century, Coast Guard Yard in 
Baltimore has served as the backbone of the 
Coast Guard providing its primary shipbuilding 
and major repair facility. 

I am proud to represent the Yard and the 
admirable people who work there. Their com-
mitment to the quality of work, excellence, vi-
sion and ingenuity makes this Yard an invalu-
able asset to the Coast Guard. Ship building 
and repairs require special individuals with 
highly specialized skills. This is a vanishing art 
form, particularly for a working Yard and work-
ers that continually live up to the motto of 
‘‘Service to the Fleet.’’ 

For budgetary reasons, the Coast Guard 
and Yard are planning to cut 50 full time em-
ployee positions from the Yard. While I under-
stand our difficult economic times, I am con-
cerned that such a decision would be made 
when we are fighting a war on terrorism both 
here at home and abroad. There should be no 
doubt about the abilities and capabilities of the 
Coast Guard, and the personnel at the Yard 
are a vital link in that chain. 

This week we will consider H.R. 889, the 
Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation Act 
of 2005. I offered an amendment to this legis-
lation that would have restored $9 million in 
funding to the Coast Guard Yard FY06 Budget 
to safeguard those highly specialized jobs. I 
am concerned that the loss of these skills in 
the Yard will not only harm my district and the 
local economy, but it will have a negative im-
pact on the Coast Guard’s ability to fulfill its 
missions in the future. Shipbuilders are not a 
dime a dozen and you cannot simply call your 
local temp agency for a new one. These are 
skills that require apprenticeships and work 
over years to master. When these jobs leave 
the area, I worry if we will be able to get them 
back should we need them at a future date. 

Now is not the time to cut corners and jobs 
in this specialized workforce. Now is the time 
when we should fully fund the needs of the 
Coast Guard including the Yard to help them 
do their jobs and protect Americans. 

The Coast Guard Yard in Baltimore has 
played an enormous role in Operation Endur-
ing Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
Reservists have provided port security in the 
Persian Gulf, allowing our troops and humani-
tarian aid to move in safely. They’ve been in-
volved in telecommunications, boarding oper-
ations and search and rescue. The Yard also 
answered an urgent request from the U.S. 
Army and Marine Corps to quickly repair over 
a dozen old style bridge erection boats. These 
boats were refurbished and shipped to Iraq, 
allowing bridges to be built over the inland riv-
ers permitting the transportation of personnel 
and supplies. 

I am so proud of the work that has been ac-
complished at the Yard and the contributions 
that have been made. It is vitally important 
that we give them the tools and the money 
that they need to operate effectively and effi-
ciently. I regret that the House Committee on 
Rules failed to make my amendment in order 
to restore this critical funding and I would 
hope my colleagues on both sides of the aisle 
will join me in this fight in the future to correct 
this mistake. 

IN HONOR OF PRESIDENT CHEN 
SHUI-BIAN’S VISIT TO THE 
UNITED STATES 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 15, 2005 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, Taiwan Presi-
dent Chen Shui-bian will be staying for two 
nights in Miami en route to Central America; 
on his way back to Taiwan he will be staying 
overnight in San Francisco. During the last 
five years as president of Taiwan, Chen has 
gone on several state visits including trips to 
some of Taiwan’s diplomatic allies. Last April 
President Chen visited the Vatican City to pay 
final respects to the late Pope John Paul II. I 
hope President Chen’s stopovers in America 
this September will be both restful and useful 
to the exchange of ideas between himself and 
some of his American friends and supporters. 

As a friend of the Taiwanese people, I be-
lieve that Taiwan has been unjustifiably denied 
its proper recognition in the international com-
munity. Taiwan is a sovereign state; it is a 
constructive global citizen and a dynamic de-
mocracy. Yet it is not a member of the United 
Nations. As the United Nations celebrates its 
60th anniversary this year, it is time for the UN 
General Assembly to re-examine the issue of 
Taiwan’s membership. I therefore urge my col-
leagues, friends and supporters of Taiwan to 
speak up on the issue of Taiwan’s bid to join 
the UN. The world must not allow China, an 
authoritarian state, to continue to deny Taiwan 
UN membership. 

As for Taiwan’s relations with the United 
States, Taiwan enjoys the support of both the 
Bush Administration and Congress. U.S. presi-
dents have all committed the United States to 
the Taiwan Relations Act and pledged support 
for Taiwan if it were to be attacked by China. 
Congress has also passed legislation voicing 
its support of Taiwan. In the mean time, the 
United States has continued to sell military ar-
ticles to Taiwan in accordance with Taiwan’s 
defense needs. In addition, we appreciate our 
strong trade relations with Taiwan. This Sep-
tember a Taiwan agricultural goodwill mission 
is touring the United States, pledging to buy 
up to more than $3.1 billion of U.S. wheat, 
soybeans, corn and hide in 2006 and 2007. A 
letter of intent signing ceremony between 
members of the Taiwan mission and U.S. 
grain exporters was held on September 14 on 
the Hill. 

Trade relations aside, the Taiwanese people 
have been standing firmly behind the United 
States after 9/11. Their government has made 
every effort to protect U.S. interests in Taiwan 
and cooperated with our intelligence agencies. 
It made monetary contributions to the Twin 
Towers Fund, the Pentagon Memorial Fund 
and most recently gave $2 million to victims of 
Hurricane Katrina. Other signs of friendship in-
clude Taiwanese people sending their bright-
est students to study at our colleges and uni-
versities and a great majority of their tourists 
choosing to spend their dollars in American 
destinations. 

As President Chen passes through America 
this September, we’d like him and his people 
to know that we greatly appreciate his country 
and have great fondness for his people and 
their friendship for us. 
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